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Celebrating Our People
by Rev. Paul Appleby

Family of God in Christ,

SOME OF OUR PEOPLE
THANK YOU
AUGUST BY THE NUMBERS
THE COVENANT PROJECT
AGAPE/OUTREACH MINISTRY
SEPTEMBER CALENDAR
JOYS AND CONCERNS

Thank You! Thanks to all those who made our 121st
birthday celebration one to remember. Thank you to
Nancy Davis and the ladies of the CWF for a wonderful
potluck reception, for all the decorations, planning,
sending of invitations, and providing the delicious
brisket we all enjoyed. Thank you to each and every
person who brought along a covered dish to share.

SEPTEMBER HEALTH TIP

Thank you to the Boy Scouts, Tom Springli, and Tom

CHRISTIAN WOMEN'S
FELLOWSHIP NEWS

Meyers for their contributions to our celebration.

BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES

you made our time together even more enjoyable.

CHURCH STAFF & CONTACT
INFORMATION

Thank you to David Anderson for the beautiful musicThank you to Konrad for the extra work put in to
making sure our facilities were ready for the
celebration. Thank you to Piper for all your help
communicating with our folks. Finally, thank you to all

Continued on page 2
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Continued from first page
who attended. It is my hope that you were reminded of “how good and blessed it is” when
we gather in one spirit and enjoy one another’s company.

Speaking of enjoying one another’s company, this month our worship series will take a
little turn from stressing how much we need one another to the path to connection with
those in our village. It is my hope that you join us as we walk that path together through
meaningful and memorable worship services, weekly gatherings for fellowship at Julio’s
and for study at Buffalo Grove. As we continue to invest time in one another, I look
forward to growing closer and growing in faith with you throughout the month.
You may have noticed a little bit more dust around the church than usual. Konrad, in
consultation with our property committee, has been busy renovating our Prayer Room
(thanks to a very generous financial gift from one of our parishioners). It is being updated
to match the remainder of the building décor and to incorporate some more contemporary
and contemplative themes. It is our hope that the congregation enjoys it for moments of
quiet and serenity for years to come.
Finally, Sage and I will be going on a clergy retreat sponsored by the Lily Foundation and
the Pension Fund of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in New Orleans over the
week of Labor Day. This trip, originally planned for 2020, is finally taking place after a
couple attempts to reschedule it. It is my hope that we return to you renewed and
refreshed after this time of study and fellowship. Thank you, First Christian, for affording
me the time off and the ability to attend!
Blessings and Peace,
Rev. Appleby

(Photo by Denise Smith)
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Worship Corner - September 2022
This month we will be continuing our series: Find Your People: Building Deep Community in
a Lonely World, based on the book of the same title by Jennie Allen. As we move into the
next section of this series, we will turn toward those emotional and spiritual needs and
gifts that lead us on the path to connection.

“Finding Your People” (Sunday 9/4)
Elders: Lori Anderson, Joe Bailey
Worship Leader: Amber Delger
Scriptures: Ephesians 2:4-5; 1 John 4:7-9, 19-21
Music: “O, How I Love Jesus” (99); “God is Love and Where True Love Is”; “They’ll Know We
Are Christians” (494)

“Close” (Sunday 9/11)
Elders: David Aubrey, Sage Appleby
Worship Leader: Sheila Fountain
Scriptures: Hebrews 10:22-25 (MSG); Acts 2:42-46
Music: “O God of Vision” (288); “There’s a Spirit in the Air” (257); “Standing on the
Promises” (552)

“Safe” (Sunday 9/18)
Elders: John Adair, David Aubrey
Worship Leader: Kathy Cooper
Scriptures: Romans 8:1; Philippians 2:14-16
Music: “How Firm a Foundation” (618); “Blessed Assurance” (543); “O Christians, Haste”
(482)

“Protected” (Sunday 9/25)
Elders: Becky Tannery, JoJo Aubrey
Worship Leader: Patsy Bassel
Scriptures: Proverbs 27:17 (MSG); 2 Corinthians 5:14-20 (MSG)
Music: “This is a Day of New Beginnings” (518); “How Can I Keep From Singing” (619); “To
God Be the Glory” (72)

Deacons for September
Rick Van Horn (Team Captain), Janice Logan, Teresa Adair
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Some of Our People

Worship Leader Joe Bailey talks about giving
the amount of your years in honor of your
birthday. (Photo by Denise Smith)

OU fans Bill Ramsey and JoJo Aubrey show their
spirit! (Photo by Denise Smith)

Thank you
First Christian Church of Lawton Pastor, Staff, and Congregation,
For everything you all did, it was very much appreciated. I could never repay the kindness, thoughtfulness, and prayers from all of you. Thank you so much. God bless all of you.
Teresa and Mike Ingle and Family

August By the Numbers
August Tithes and Offerings to Date $25,706.25 *
August Expenses to Date

$14,765.80

Difference

$10,940.45

Balance Transfers for August

$ 5,500.00

August Average Sunday In-Person Worship Attendance to Date 44
Year-to-Date Agape Meals/Pantry Meals Served 3857
*(includes an annual August distribution from Laura Fields Trust in the amount of
$7,249.99)
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The Covenant Project

The Covenant Project is a new initiative being taken by the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) that is designed to explore changes in how we gather and how we make decisions
as a church so that more people are included in shaping the priorities of the church.
Over the course of the late summer and early fall of 2022 the church - congregational
pastors, chaplains, elders, church boards, regional boards, and congregation members - are
invited to participate in digital town hall meetings.
The Covenant Project is an initiative of the Governance Committee at the direction of the
General Board of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
Key Areas
Two key areas of change being discussed include:
1. Moving the General Assembly to a three-year cycle, including a hybrid meeting to
include both in-person and online attendance.
2. Transitioning the General Board to a reduced size to become a working board that
meets more frequently than once a year.
Digital Town Hall Meetings

The Covenant Project town hall meetings aim to provide education around proposed
changes, foster conversation and create opportunities for feedback. Town halls will last an
hour and consist of a 30-minute presentation by Rev. Terri Hord Owens and other
members of the governance committee, followed by Q&A. Upcoming Town Hall meetings
will be held on 9/11, 9/15, 9/22, and 9/28. For more info, or to register, go to
https://disciples.org/covenant-project/covenant-project-town-halls/
(Adapted from the Region Roundup)
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Agape/Outreach Ministry

Each Wednesday, our Agape Meal is served from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm. The meal is served
in our Fellowship Hall, and following the dinner, Rev. Appleby will lead a Bible Study for
those who wish to stay and participate. The meal is free and will be served one meal per
person. Thank you to all who help with this ministry!
According to Outreach co-chair Konrad Delger, the meal teams have served 2157 meals
since January, with approximately 220 of those meals going to children. The Boy Scouts
have been assisting with the meals, and we have a couple of other great volunteers, but we
would always welcome help from anyone.
September Menu:
September 7: Ham mac and cheese, green beans
September 14: Chicken with provolone cheese and red sauce (tomato sauce), salad with
Italian dressing
September 21: Pork patties (rib shaped), potato salad
September 28: Chicken patties, mashed taters, green beans
Our Dannie and Rafie Clothes Closet is open each Wednesday from 5:00 pm to 5:30 pm
prior to the meal. For more information regarding the clothes closet, please call the
church office or Denise Smith.
Our Outdoor Food Pantry on the south side of our church building is always in need of
donations. You may either bring them to the church office or place them directly in the
Outdoor Pantry. These donations go quickly! Useful non-perishable items include the
following:
Canned ravioli or spaghetti
Other canned meats with easy-open tops
Packages of ramen noodles
Pop-Tarts
Easy-open canned fruit or pudding
Bread
Cheese and Crackers
Peanut butter
Cereal
Bottled Water
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September
2022
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Joys and Concerns

We praise God and rejoice with the following:
Juanita Brown is doing very well, has gone home from skilled nursing, and her daughter
Samantha will be with her for now!
Bill Kindt is able to eat some soft foods finally, after passing part of the swallow test!
Bill Kindt and Bill Logan were able to be in worship service Sunday!
Lee Taylor, Connie Phillip's brother who had COVID, is doing better and is back to his regular
room at assisted living!
Ted Lechner, Joe Bailey's friend who had COVID and has fallen, has been released from the
hospital and is back in memory care at Ten Oaks.
Don Henke was awarded his 50-year Masonic Pen. He is one of only two in Oklahoma to ever
receive this honor!
Cindy Davis' granddaughter Emily's recent lumpectomy was a success, and the findings were
benign!
John Saville is healing well from cataract surgery!

Please pray for the following who have lost loved ones:
Shelley Pennington and her family following the death of her husband (Shelley is one of
Kerrie Oates' professors)

These with ongoing concerns appreciate your continued prayers:
All of our armed forces and their families at home and abroad
Mel Cassady (in skilled nursing following fractured femur and tibia after car wreck)
Kerrie Oates as she begins nursing school
Jon Phillips (improving after shoulder surgery and beginning therapy)
Don and Phyllis Henke (health)
David Lindley (AFIB)
Amber Delger (difficulty managing stress)
Jazzy, Dillon, and Baby Axel
Lynda Trapp (waiting on doctor's report following biopsy)
Setsuko Albertson, Theresa Aubrey's mother, who is getting adjusted to a new memory care unit.
Lynn Burris' mother (hospitalized and in need of healing) along with comfort for the family
Wilfred Flores (cancer treatment)
Fran Herring (Brian Herring's grandmother who is undergoing chemo)
Carmine (Becky Tannery's brother-in-law) who has been put on hospice following a stroke and
other heart issues.
Twelve-year-old Reniyah (Melissa Pratt's granddaughter) who is having major female medical issues
Melissa Pratt (gallbladder issues)
Robert (Amber Delger's father who is in memory care) and his wife Colleen
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September Health Tip New Covid Booster
From Kathy Cooper, RN
I got an email from my uncle David who lives in Houston. He writes a blog for his scientific friends, and I
thought you might like this information as well regarding the Omicron specific Covid Booster shot which
is coming in a few weeks. These newly updated booster shots are designed to target Omicon's BA.5
subvariant. So, who is going to be eligible? The short answer is anyone who is 12 and up and has
completed a primary vaccination series according to the CDC. It does not matter if you have taken no
booster, one booster or two booster doses you are still eligible. However, if you are unvaccinated, you
won't be eligible for the updated formula until you complete a primary series with existing Covid
vaccines. If you have not received your second booster dose yet, Dr. Jha's advice is to get it now rather
than holding off in anticipation of the updated boosters.
The CDC is predicting a large wave of Covid infections this fall and winter. The hope is with the
vaccinations and the booster most of these cases will be mild. You may feel bad for a day or two, but
with treatment you will heal quickly. If you start having symptoms, please contact your healthcare
provider to receive treatment. As a reminder you can order free Covid tests kits from the government.
The address is www.Covid.gov/tests.
Stay well, Kathy
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Christian Women's Fellowship/
Oklahoma Disciples Women News
September 2022

We received good support for our Women's Shelter project with donations of light jackets and

sweaters, hair care products for curly hair, games, and journals (see pictures below). At our last
business meeting we voted to proceed with the Church's 121st Birthday Party, and this party was a huge
success! Watch for pictures.
We have enjoyed two "Girls Out to Lunch" dates, one at Milano's Restaurant, and the other at the Back
Porch on Cache road. They were both delicious and the conversation stimulating. Watch for an
announcement regarding upcoming lunches!
August is time to think about our teachers and their needs for the classrooms, so the CWF made a one
hundred dollar donation to Lori Anderson and Sherri Denning for their classroom needs.
Thank you to all who support and work in our ministries. Together we are making a difference one
person as a time.
Kathy Cooper
President CFW/ODW

Janice Logan is shown (left) as she delivers our donations to the New Directions Women's Shelter. The
picture on the right shows some of our donations up close. Thank you to all who helped with and
donated to this project!

CWF,

Thank You, CWF!

Thank you so much for blessing my classroom and students with your monetary gift. I was able to
purchase birthday treats, classroom supplies like glue, crayons, and pencils, and spiral notebooks for
my students who cannot provide their own. I really appreciate all that you do for our church
community and the people of Lawton. You are a true blessing to me and my students!
Gratefully,
Lori Anderson
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Happy
Birthday!

9/1 Tammy Spears
9/4 Teresa Adair
9/5 Dariyon Manos, Jr.
9/6 Juan Manos
9/11 Danyle Smith
9/15 Ralph Davis
9/18 Vincent Mesco
9/19 Pat Cassady
9/22 Melissa Pratt
9/23 Judy Bryan
9/23 Don Littig
9/25 Glenda Brown
9/25 David C. Anderson
9/26 Presten McKinnis-Shepherd
9/28 Phyllis Bowman
9/28 Jeremy Turpen
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Happy
Anniversary

9/1

Joe Bailey and Betty Aliff

9/14 Don and Phyllis Henke
If you have a birthday or anniversary that we
have left out of the newsletter, please inform
the church office.

Elder Lori Anderson, Rev. Appleby, and Elder JoJo Aubrey prepare for
communion during worship. (Photo by Denise Smith)

Church Staff and
Contact Information
Pastor- Rev. Paul Appleby/pastor@fcclawton.org
Administrative Assistant - Piper Saville/office@fcclawton.org
Director of Music - David C. Anderson/davidtunespianos@gmail.com
Facilities Manager - Konrad Delger
Sound Technician - Brian Herring
Nursery - Beverly Watson
701 SW D Avenue, Lawton, OK 73501
580.355.2437 / FAX 580.355.3354 / www.fcclawton.org
(Please be sure to send your emails to the church office at office@fcclawton.org.

We no longer use fccadmin@sbcglobal.net)

First Christian Church
701 SW D Avenue
Lawton, OK 73501-4592

