FEBRUARY 1, 2022

PAGE 1

THE LAWTON CHRISTIAN

The official newsletter of the First Christian Church of Lawton

IN THIS ISSUE:

From the Pastor's Pen
by Rev. Paul Appleby

FROM THE PASTOR'S PEN

To the Family of God at First Christian,
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First, let me say how much I value your partnership in
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Christian is possible because of your support through
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ministry. All that we do as the body of Christ at First

am sure you have noticed, we have not met in person in
a little over two weeks. This is due to a recent spike in
COVID-19, and the burden it has placed on our local
healthcare system.
Taking this into consideration, at our last board meeting, the church board decided to encourage Chairperson Dr. Brian Birdwell and I to put together a team
to determine when it is prudent to break from meeting

WEEK OF COMPASSION
OFFERING

in person for a time for public health reasons, and when
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work. It is my hope that just as the recent spike in new

it is safe for the community to return for worship and
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Continued from first page
COVID cases came upon us quickly that it will dissipate just as quickly, so that we can
return to in-person worship, study, and fellowship once more. You will be informed of any
changes through email from the office and through messaging from your Elders, so please
be on the look-out for updates in the near future.
With that having been said, this month we will look to close out Epiphany and begin
preparations for Lent. Ash Wednesday services will be held on Wednesday, March 5th at
5:30 PM outside with our Agape meal and in the sanctuary at 6:30 PM where we will kick
off our new Lenten series, Good Enough: embracing the imperfections of life and faith. This
series, with supplementary materials from Worship Design Studios, runs in tandem with
the forthcoming Lenten devotional Good Enough by Kate Bowler and Jessica Richieavailable for preorder now, releasing on February 15th. It is our hope that your spirits are
lifted and your faith strengthened through this special time of worship and reflection.
Finally, I want to inform you that I will be taking a brief vacation February 7-10 to celebrate
Sage and my wedding anniversary. Should you experience a pastoral emergency during that
time, I encourage you to reach out to the church office and your Elder if it is time
sensitive, otherwise I will be happy to respond to you upon my return.
Blessings and Peace,

Rev. Paul Appleby
Pastor, First Christian Church of Lawton
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Worship Corner - February 2022
Throughout the month of February, we will be continuing our Epiphany series, Who
Doesn’t Love a Good Mystery?, as we continue to plumb the depths of the revelation of God
in the life of Jesus and the continuing work of the body of Christ in the Church.
Below are the scriptures, themes, and songs that will serve as a touchstone for our
worship in the coming month.

The Mystery of the Proclamation - February 6, 2022
Elders: JoJo Aubrey, Sage Appleby
Worship Leader: Rick Van Horn
Scriptures: Isaiah 6:1-8; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11
Songs: O, How I Love Jesus (CH 99); Amazing Grace (CH 546); Holy! Holy! Holy! Lord God
Almighty (CH 4)

The Mystery of the Code, Part One - February 13, 2022
Elders: Lori Anderson, David Aubrey
Worship Leader: Sheila Fountain
Scriptures: Jeremiah 17:5-10; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20; Luke 6:17-26
Songs: My Life Is in You, Lord; Because He Lives (Celebration Hymnal 358); Lord, I Want
to Be a Christian (CH 589)

The Mystery of the Code, Part Two - February 20, 2022
Elders: John Adair, Lori Anderson
Worship Leader: Jane Springli
Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-52; Luke 6:27-38
Songs: Let It Be Said of Us (CCLI #1855882); God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale (CH
70); I Love to Tell the Story (CH 480)

The Mystery Unveiled - Transfiguration Sunday - February 27,
2022
Elders: Becky Tannery, Sage Appleby
Worship Leader: Konrad Delger
Scriptures: Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2; Luke 9:28-36
Songs: Shine, Jesus, Shine; Be Thou My Vision (CH 595); Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
(CH 517)

Deacons for February
Patsy Bassel (Deacon Chair), Brian Birdwell (Team Captain), Phyllis Bowman
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Celebration of Baptism
During worship on January 16th FCC celebrated the baptism of Jesus and the baptisms of
Dariyon, Jasmine, Raylee, and Treasure Manos. These photos taken by Sherri Denning
show the baptisms, communion, Bible dedication, and joy on the faces of the Manos family
and Pastor Paul.
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Thank You
To the First Christian Church Family,
We appreciate and thank you for the white Peace Lily. It was beautiful! You have been such a
comfort to us, and we thank you for all the love and prayers.
Sincerely, Bill and Darlene Ramsey and Family of Bryan Wynne

Joys to Share
Evan Aubrey has been named Valedictorian of the 2022 Cache High School Graduating
Class! Congratulations Evan!
Teckla Ryans is doing great with therapy for her shoulder!
Praise God for those who have recuperated from covid!
Linda Burleson's doctors believe they removed all cancer during her surgery!

Prayer Concerns for
those who have lost loved ones
Friends and family of Carol Rambo, a beloved teacher and friend to many

Prayer Concerns for Health

Jazzy and Dillon Noland and Baby Axel
Bill Barker (health)

Marge Lutz (healing at home) and daughter Melissa
Sherri Denning (tendinitis and bursitis in shoulder)
Don and Phyllis Henke (health)
Ron (hospitalized) and Beverly Honeycutt (health)
David Pratt, his daughter, and two grandchildren who are positive with covid, including 12-year-old
Reniya Pratt who has pneumonia, tonsillitis, and covid
Robert and Colleen (Amber Delger's father who is in memory care and her step-mother)
Wendy Nelson (Amber Delger's friend who may have lung cancer)
Delana Huggins (undergoing medical procedures with hope of pain relief)
Denise Smith's father (health)
Bob Brooks (father of Beverly Watson's older children)
Ronnie Bagwell and Richard Terry (Becky Tannery's friends with cancer)
Carmine (Becky Tannery's brother-in-law who had a heart attack)
Randy (Becky Tannery's cousin) and his family. He is in the last stages of Alzheimer disease.
Linda Burleson (grandmother of the Delgers' son-in-law Jack) going through chemo
Charles Hornbeck and Sandee Troy (Wendi Lindley's nephew with advanced liver disease and his
mother, Wendi's sister)
John (Helen Venniro's uncle who has steel brace through knees for three months as they heal)
Penny Saville (Piper Saville's mother-in-law as she adjusts to her move to Ten Oaks)

FEBRUARY 1, 2022

PAGE 7

Outreach/
Agape Ministry

At the Wednesday To-Go Supper,

Wednesday To Go Meals (5:30 pm on the
south side of the church building)

Hilde Bilvais passes out dog/catfood, soups, hot chocolate mixes,
hand warmers and goodie bags with

February Menu:

chocolate and cookies in them. She

February 2- Ham Slices

says people are so appreciative!

February 9- Chicken Fritters
February 16– Spicy Chicken Sandwiches
February 23– Ham
Our Outdoor Pantry Box is especially in need
of donations during the winter months. These
donations are usually picked up almost as fast
as they are put into the pantry! Useful items
include anything non-perishable such as
canned ravioli or spaghetti (or other canned
meats with easy-open tops), packs of ramen
noodles, Pop-Tarts, easy-open canned fruit
or pudding, bread, cheese and crackers,
peanut butter, cereal, and bottled water.
Thank you to all who have donated items to
the pantry box.
Donations of pet food (dog food and cat food)
are also requested. You may bring them to
the church office. Thank you to all who have

Hotdogs for the Wednesday To-Go

previously donated this!

Supper cook in the new ovens. These

Donations of handwarmers are also appreciated, as the weather is getting much colder.

ovens help make meal prep easier, as
foods cook much faster and more
evenly.
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February Health Tip Exercising During the Winter Months
From Kathy Cooper, RN
Do I really need to exercise during the winter months?
Getting physical activity can be a challenge while staying at home. However, it’s possible—and
important—to be physically active while social distancing. Physical activity reduces blood pressure
and anxiety and helps you sleep better. It can also help to improve mood and energy level. Your
heart is a muscle and needs exercise just like your arms and legs, back and abs.
According to the CDC, children aged 3 to 5 years need physical activity throughout the day, every
day for growth and development. Children and adolescents aged 6 to 17 years need at least 60
minutes of moderate-to-vigorous intensity physical activity daily. Adults need 150 minutes a week
of moderate intensity activity such as brisk walking or marching for health benefits. Regardless of
your age, some physical activity is better than none.
Here are ideas for staying active close to home:
Engage in active play time. Any game that gets everyone up and moving counts!
Catch up on household chores such as cleaning out the closet. Vacuuming is also a physical
activity.
Get outside, go for a walk, jog, or run, depending on your fitness level, or take a hike in the
mountains. Remember to take a friend if you hike and maintain a safe distance between
yourself and them.
Make television watching more active by doing leg lifts, marching in place (standing or sitting)
or wall push-ups during the commercials.
For our mental health we can all do something to help others. Volunteer in active ways while
maintaining social distance. Look for opportunities which involve physical activity such as walking
dogs for elderly neighbors or raking leaves, shoveling snow or trimming trees. May be it is cooking
a meal and serving it to the homeless community or taking it to your neighbors. All of these
activities can be done following social distancing recommendations to keep yourself and others
safe. Now that you know - be active, stay active and have fun.
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Happy
Birthday!

2/2

Ron Shepherd

2/10 Konrad Delger
2/18 Peyton Davis
2/24 Rick Van Horn

Happy
Anniversary!

2/2

Earl and Delana Huggins

2/8

Paul and Sage Appleby

2/28 Don and Margaret Littig
If you have a birthday or anniversary
that we have accidently left off our

2/25 Hilde Bilvais

lists in the newsletter, please contact

2/28 Ro Bielinski

the church office and let us know.

New Sunday School Class
Fred Phillips is leading a new Sunday School Class called "Members in Action". The book
being used is titled I Am a Church Member by Thom S. Rainer. Books are available in class
for a suggested $5.00 donation. The class begins at 9:30 am and meets in the church
library. All are welcome! Please show up and show Fred some support!

Week of Compassion Offering
Week of Compassion is the relief, refugee and development mission fund of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada.
Week of Compassion is more than a week. It is a ministry of the whole Church, reaching
those in need "around the world, around the year.” Any time we respond to a need in the
world, we bear witness to the unity of our table, faithfully sharing the gifts that we have as
an expression of Christ's love. In working together with partners, we represent the
Disciples of Christ commitment to unity, making our resources reach farther and growing
our impact on a global scale.
These offerings will be collected during in-person worship at First Christian Church,
Lawton on February 20th and 27th.

Church Staff and
Contact Information
Pastor- Rev. Paul Appleby/pastor@fcclawton.org
Administrative Assistant - Piper Saville/office@fcclawton.org
Director of Music - David C. Anderson/davidtunespianos@gmail.com
Facilities Manager - Konrad Delger
Financial Secretary - Patty Neuwirth
Sound Technician - Brian Herring
Media Technicians - Evan Aubrey and John Bowman
Nursery - Beverly Watson
701 SW D Avenue, Lawton, OK 73501
580.355.2437 / FAX 580.355.3354 / www.fcclawton.org
(Please be sure to send your emails to the church office at office@fcclawton.org.

We no longer use fccadmin@sbcglobal.net)

First Christian Church
701 SW D Avenue
Lawton, OK 73501-4592

