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Goo Goo Ave.
In the one hundred twenty-one years that followed,
First Christian has weathered storms both
metaphorical and literal. We have seen our way
through two world wars, seismic shifts in our culture
and town, and have baptized, fed, and ministered to
generations of Lawtonians. Now, that’s something
worth celebrating! Now, due to a recent spike in
COVID cases we will not be able to gather in person to
celebrate on August 1st, and our birthday party will be
postponed until numbers come back down, but I want

Continued on page 2
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Continued from first page
to encourage you - wherever you are on August 1st, to take a moment and celebrate all
that First Christian means to you. Send up a prayer, reach out to an old church friend, or
just think fondly of all the good we have done over the years. Rest assured, God isn’t
finished with us yet, and there will be much more to celebrate in the years to come.

Blessings and Peace,
Rev. Appleby

These pictures are
from August 1, 1901,
when First Christian
Church, Lawton, met
in the canvas tent on
Goo Goo Avenue.
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First Christian Church Lawton's
50-Year Members
Following are the names of those who have been members 50 or more years:
Teresa Adair

Beverly Honeycutt

David Aubrey

Jeanne Jarvis

Marilyn Bohlender

Virginia Lucas

Nancy Davis

Marge Lutz

Sheila Fountain

Darlene Miller

Donna Glandon

Ann Werner

If you are a 50-Year Member and are not on this list, please contact the church
office so we can add you.

July by the Numbers
July Tithes and Offerings

$ 7,806.80 (two Sundays were virtual only)

July Expenses to Date

$ 17,578.80

Difference

$-9,772.00

Balance Transfers for July

$ 9,500.00

June Average Sunday In-Person Worship Attendance 44
Year-to-Date Agape Meals/Pantry Meals Served 3,368
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Worship Corner - August 2022
Then the Lord God said, “It’s not good that the human is alone…”
(Genesis 2:18a CEB)

Sunday, August 7 - “We aren’t supposed to be this lonely”
Elders: David Aubrey, Sage Appleby
Worship Leader: Jane Springli
Scriptures: Genesis 2:4-7, 15-23 (CEB)
Songs: “For the Beauty of the Earth” (CH 56), “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” (CH 433)

Sunday, August 14 - “There is another way”
Elders: Becky Tannery, Lori Anderson
Worship Leader: Joe Bailey
Scriptures: 2 Timothy 1:1-7 (CEB); Romans 13:11-14 (MSG)
Songs: “My Hope Is Built” (CH 537) , “We Are the Church”, “Now Thank We All Our God”
(CH 715)

Sunday, August 21 - “The connection we crave”
Elders: Lori Anderson, JoJo Aubrey
Worship Leader: John Adair
Scriptures: Hebrews 3:12-14 (CEB); Romans 12:4-8 (MSG)
Songs: “One Bread, One Body” (CH393), “Still Called Today” (CCLI 1268840), “Sister, Let
Me Be Your Servant” (CH 490)

Sunday, August 28 - “A vision of something more”
Elders: JoJo Aubrey, Becky Tannery
Worship Leader: Rick Van Horn
Scriptures: 2 Corinthians 2:9-11 (MSG); Romans 3:9-20 (MSG)
Songs: “There’s Within My Heart a Melody” (CH 550), “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” (CH 86),
“Help Us Accept Each Other” (CH487)

Deacons for August
Brian Birdwell (Team Captain), Patsy Bassel (Deacon Chair), and Phyllis Bowman
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New Worship Series & Bible Study

by Rev. Paul Appleby

People were not made to live alone. The Scriptures make it clear from the very first book
of the Bible forward, “It is not good for people to live alone.” Yet life can often feel
fragmented, isolating, lonely. Cell phones and social media were supposed to make us feel
more connected to one another, but they seem to have done just the opposite. We have
allowed algorithms to curate our communities and technology’s terms of service to dictate
our relationships. What once promised to bring a world of friends and like-minded people
together instantly and seamlessly has left most of us feeling even more alone.
But, the good news is, there is a solution. It’s the village. Sociologists tell us that the
average person can maintain around fifty real relationships. What’s more, among those
fifty, the average person can handle about five truly close friendships. These friendships,
the really close ones, require time, openness, honesty, and shared purpose. The even
better news is that if you are reading this you already have your village! Over the past few
months we have had a little fewer than fifty people joining us for regular worship- there’s
your village! If you’re looking to find your people, they are here in that group!
That’s why this month we are introducing a new Worship Series and Bible Study based
around Jennie Allen’s bestselling new book, Find Your People: Building Deep Community in
a Lonely World. Starting the first Sunday in August we will begin exploring the ways in
which we can form deep community, the kind we are built for, during our worship services.
For those who want to dig even deeper, we will be meeting Wednesdays at noon at Buffalo
Grove Coffee Shop to study Allen’s book and get to work building those relationships that
make life worth living. Books are available through Amazon, Audible, or through the church
office for $15.00 each.
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Agape/Outreach Ministry

Each Wednesday, our Agape Meal is served from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm. On August 3rd, we
will serve outside fellowship east doorway on the lawn. This is due to current COVID
protocols as set forth from the board. As the month progresses, we will adjust according to
the current situations and directives. If the meal is inside, following the dinner, Pastor
Paul will lead a Bible Study for those who wish to stay and participate. The meal is free
and will be served one meal per person. Thank you to all who help with this ministry!
According to Outreach co-chair Konrad Delger, the meal teams have served 1,860 meals
since January, with approximately 193 of those meals going to children. The Boy Scouts
have been assisting with the meals, and we have a couple of other great volunteers, but we
would always welcome help from anyone.
August
August
August
August
August
August

Menu:
3: Chili Dogs/ potato salad / chips (served on East Lawn)
10: Chicken Sandwiches/ green beans / chips
17: Spicy chicken tenders/ baked beans / salad
24: Beef sandwiches, corn
31: Pork ribbed shaped patties, maybe cole slaw

Our Dannie and Rafie Clothes Closet is open each Wednesday from 5:00 pm to 5:30 pm
prior to the meal, if the meal is held inside. For more information regarding the clothes
closet, please call the church office or Denise Smith.
Our Outdoor Food Pantry on the south side of our church building is always in need of
donations. You may either bring them to the church office or place them directly in the
Outdoor Pantry. These donations go quickly! Useful non-perishable items include the
following:
Canned ravioli or spaghetti
Other canned meats with easy-open tops
Packages of ramen noodles
Pop-Tarts
Easy-open canned fruit or pudding
Bread
Cheese and Crackers
Peanut butter
Cereal
Bottled Water
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August
2022
(Please note - all items listed on this calendar are contingent upon the state of COVID)
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Joys and Concerns

We praise God and rejoice with the following:
Darlene Miller is home and doing great after her hip surgery!
Sheila, Amber Delger's friend, is home from the hospital and is doing much better!
Bill Kindt has gone home and is doing pretty well, but has further to go before next surgery.
Phyllis Henke is home from Montevista and would appreciate calls and visits.

Please pray for the following who have lost loved ones:
The Manos Family (Jasmine, Raylee, Treasure, Dariyon Jr., and Juan) following the sudden
death of Dariyon Manos
Teresa Ingle and her family following the death of her son Caleb
Family and Friends of Ron Honeycutt
The Family of Michael Lechman (Wendi Lindley's daugher's brother-in-law)
Family and Friends of Bob Zwaan, especially wife Susan and son Casey
The Family of Elias Corbett. Elias worked at OSU with Joe Bailey's daughter Bobbi, and he
was killed in an auto accident.

These with ongoing concerns appreciate your continued prayers:
All of our armed forces and their families at home and abroad
Juanita Brown (positive for COVID but currently asymptomatic) and her caretaker/daughter
Samantha
Mel Cassady (in skilled nursing following fractured femur and tibia after car wreck)
Jon Phillips (recovering from shoulder surgery)
Don and Phyllis Henke (health)
Jazzy, Dillon, and Baby Axel
Shelly Pennington and her husband (husband is on hospice and dying from COPD; Shelly is one of
Kerrie Oates' favorite professors)
Lynda Trapp (waiting on doctor's report following biopsy)
Fran Herring (Brian Herring's grandmother who is undergoing chemo)
Carmine (Becky Tannery's brother-in-law) is on home health struggling after a stroke.
Robert (Amber Delger's father who is in memory care) and his wife Colleen
John Saville (second cataract surgery Monday)
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August Health Tip Covid Update
From Kathy Cooper, RN
The omicron variant of COVID-19 keeps changing, creating newer, more contagious variants. BA.5 seems
to be the most contagious version to date and is causing most COVID-19 cases currently in the US. Like
its closely related sibling, BA.4, BA.5 is to evade our immune protection afforded by vaccination or prior
infection. For this reason, "BA.5 is rapidly spreading through our country and the world. Dr. Fauci said,
"being up-to-date with a booster (or two boosters if you are 50 or older) is still protection against severe
disease or death." That means you may get the virus but your chances of severe illness are greatly
decreased if you have vaccinations and boosters.

The WHO said last week, the pandemic remains a global health emergency, and countries need to
consider public health measures like masking and social distancing when cases surge, alongside
vaccinations. When there is this high level of community transmission, the virus mutates. Consequently,
we need to decrease the number of new cases by practicing preventative measures.

What does this mean for you and me? We need to be aware of our surroundings and if in a space where
social distancing is not possible we need to be wearing our KN95 face masks, washing our hands
frequently and avoiding contact with contaminated surfaces. If you start exhibiting symptoms of a cold
or flu or other symptoms, either do a home test for Covid or go to a clinic and test. If positive, contact
your doctor for further care. There are several antiviral medications and treatments available to fight the
viral infection. Currently we are experiencing an upsurge in the number of Covid cases in Oklahoma, so
use precautions and limit your exposure.

Stay well and healthy, Kathy
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Christian Women's Fellowship/
Oklahoma Disciples Women News
August 2022

Thank you for supporting our Women's Shelter project with your donations of light jackets and
sweaters, hair care products for curly hair, games, and journals. At our last business meeting we began
planning for the Church's 121st Birthday Party. However, due to the rise in COVID, we will be
postponing our church birthday celebration. Watch for more announcements on that.
On Wednesday the 20th we enjoyed a "Girls Out to Lunch" at Milano's Restaurant, and nine members
attended. It was delicious, and the conversation stimulating. We will do another lunch in August, so be
watching your email for details. Hope to see you then!
It is once again time to think about our teachers and their needs for the classrooms. This will be our
topic of discussion at the next board meeting. If you know of someone who needs help, please don't
hesitate to contact me or any of the officers of CWF. We are here to serve you and our community.
Kathy Cooper
President CFW/ODW
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Happy
Birthday!

Happy
Anniversary

8/3
8/6
8/7
8/9
8/10
8/11
8/12
8/13
8/15
8/15
8/24
8/24
8/24
8/26
8/28
8/29
8/30

Lori Anderson
Donna Glandon
Denise Smith
Joe Bailey
Evan Aubrey
Melissa Lutz
Brian Birdwell
Kevin Brown
Patty Hutton
John Adair
Sage Appleby
Joseph Vanpool
Bill Barker
Mark Wernette
Pam Shepherd
Jack Bryan

Ron and Pam Shepherd

8/19 Jack and Judy Bryan
8/22 Ralph and Nancy Davis
8/25 David and JoJo Aubrey
If you have a birthday or anniversary that we
have left out of the newsletter, please inform
the church office.

Church Staff and
Contact Information
Pastor- Rev. Paul Appleby/pastor@fcclawton.org
Administrative Assistant - Piper Saville/office@fcclawton.org
Director of Music - David C. Anderson/davidtunespianos@gmail.com
Facilities Manager - Konrad Delger
Sound Technician - Brian Herring
Media Technicians - Evan Aubrey and John Bowman
Nursery - Beverly Watson
701 SW D Avenue, Lawton, OK 73501
580.355.2437 / FAX 580.355.3354 / www.fcclawton.org
(Please be sure to send your emails to the church office at office@fcclawton.org.

We no longer use fccadmin@sbcglobal.net)

First Christian Church
701 SW D Avenue
Lawton, OK 73501-4592

